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 We pray for:   

Those who are ill: Brian Cato, Christopher Davies, Mary Dolphin, Lisa Ginniff, Irene Halliwell, Jenny Harris, Keith Haworth, 

Mario Heaton, Edith Ibbotson, Joan James, Patricia James, Mike Johnson, Jeffrey Lyon, Eileen Marsh, Norman Sidlow. 

*** Please note that we are updating this list for 2021. If there are names that you would like to remain on this list or be added, please 

see / e-mail us here so we comply with the Data Protection legislation.  Many thanks.  Ed ***  
 

Those who have died recently: Doreen Fowler, Julie Holmes, Eva Lomas, John Blakemore, Dorothy Winward, Rita Fairhurst 
 

And on their anniversaries this week we remember: Edna Crompton, Ethel Fairhurst, Nellie Goodacre, Alice Heathcoat, 

Frank Leyland, Alfred Naylor, Ethel Smalley, Joseph Smalley, Mary Smalley.  

 
 

            This week:   
 

Welcome to worship this week on the Second Sunday after Epiphany 

when, as part of the season of manifestation [showing] and firsts in Jesus 

life, we hear the story of Jesus calling his first disciples. 

 

Sunday services at St. Bartholomew’s will continue at 11:00am and 

will all be Communion services until end-February. 
 

 

     Church Attendance for School Places: Update 

Governors at Canon Slade have recently issued a statement saying 
that they are not asking churches to record the attendance of 
children and young people at worship services for the purposes of 
supporting future applications to Canon Slade School until all 
churches are fully open. For the time being, for all other schools, 
parents are asked to continue to email their attendance or 'intention 
to attend' to our dedicated email address – details in the notices at 
the end. 
 

We are holding a Team zoom 'Meet and greet Malcolm' session TODAY at 4 pm at which Malcolm will be 

interviewed by Matt Dunne.  If you would like the link for the zoom, please contact Matt on 07773 883691 or 

email  mattdunne92@yahoo.com  Matt also asks people to forward any questions to him for Malcolm.  He might not 

get through all the questions but he will ask a few.  
Apologies – it is TODAY even though last week’s pewsheets said it was last week! It just proves organists aren’t always infallible. As the 

great Ronnie Frost used to tell us: “Sometimes, even monkeys fall out of trees.” 
 

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity runs from 18 – 25th January so there is lots of background and this week’s 

intercessions and daily prayers come from their resources. It’s all being run virtually this year so, uniquely, we’re all 

united in staying at home and keeping apart. The daily readings continue from Hebrews; we had some background in 

last week’s pewsheet plus but there’s more this week covering tents, priests and the unpronounceable Melchizedek. 
 

While services and attendance at church is limited, these pewsheets and on-line services will continue. Do keep any 

news, views and feedback coming. Please also check our Team YouTube channel for online services: 

                 https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDx266HLh9ShYeBJnON8ODg 

 
Ed 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TODAY’S SERVICES  
 

11:00am Holy Communion Service at St. Bartholomew’s Church Revd Carol Pharaoh 
 
 

 

 

mailto:mattdunne92@yahoo.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDx266HLh9ShYeBJnON8ODg
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The Collect:  
Eternal Lord, our beginning and our end: 

bring us with the whole creation to your glory, hidden 

through past ages and made known in Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading :              1 Samuel 3. 1- 10 
1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD 

under Eli. The word of the LORD was rare in those 

days; visions were not widespread.  
2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow 

dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his 

room; 3the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and 

Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, 

where the ark of God was. 4Then the LORD called, 

‘Samuel! Samuel!’ and he said, ‘Here I am!’ 5and ran to 

Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ But he 

said, ‘I did not call; lie down again.’ So he went and lay 

down. 6The LORD called again, ‘Samuel!’ Samuel got 

up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called 

me.’ But he said, ‘I did not call, my son; lie down 

again.’ 7Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and 

the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to 

him. 8The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. 

And he got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, 

for you called me.’ Then Eli perceived that the LORD 

was calling the boy. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, ‘Go, 

lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, “Speak, 

LORD, for your servant is listening.”’ So Samuel went 

and lay down in his place.  10Now the LORD came 

and stood there, calling as before, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ 

And Samuel said, ‘Speak, for your servant is listening.’ 
 

New Testament Reading:           Revelation 5. 1 - 10 
1I saw in the right hand of the one seated on the 

throne a scroll written on the inside and on the back, 

sealed with seven seals; 2and I saw a mighty angel 

proclaiming with a loud voice, ‘Who is worthy to 

open the scroll and break its seals?’ 3And no one in 

heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to 

open the scroll or to look into it. 4And I began to 

weep bitterly because no one was found worthy to 

open the scroll or to look into it. 5Then one of the 

elders said to me, ‘Do not weep. See, the Lion of the 

tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so 

that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.’  
6Then I saw between the throne and the four living 

creatures and among the elders a Lamb standing as if 

it had been slaughtered, having seven horns and seven 

eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into 

all the earth. 7He went and took the scroll from the 

right hand of the one who was seated on the throne. 
8When he had taken the scroll, the four living 

creatures and the twenty-four elders fell before the 

Lamb, each holding a harp and golden bowls full of 

incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 9They 

sing a new song:  

 ‘You are worthy to take the scroll 

  and to open its seals, 

 for you were slaughtered and by your 

blood you ransomed for God 

  saints from every tribe and language 

and people and nation; 

 10you have made them to be a kingdom 

and priests serving our God, 

  and they will reign on earth.’ 

 

Gospel Reading:                         John 1. 43 - end 
43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He 

found Philip and said to him, ‘Follow me.’ 44Now Philip 

was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 
45Philip found Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have 

found him about whom Moses in the law and also the 

prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.’ 
46Nathanael said to him, ‘Can anything good come out 

of Nazareth?’ Philip said to him, ‘Come and see.’ 
47When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he 

said of him, ‘Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is 

no deceit!’ 48Nathanael asked him, ‘Where did you 

come to know me?’ Jesus answered, ‘I saw you under 

the fig tree before Philip called you.’ 49Nathanael 

replied, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the 

King of Israel!’ 50Jesus answered, ‘Do you believe 

because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? 

You will see greater things than these.’ 51And he said 

to him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven 

opened and the angels of God ascending and 

descending upon the Son of Man.’  

 

 
 
The Post Communion Prayer:  
God of glory, you nourish us with your Word 

who is the bread of life: 

fill us with your Holy Spirit 

that through us the light of your glory 

may shine in all the world. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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Homily 17th January 2020 – Revd Dr Malcolm Wearing 
 

I grew up in a small town called Whitehaven in West Cumbria, which was a bit faded, having relied on 

its fishing and mining industries in the past.  Just up the road was the slightly larger town of Workington, 

that town being dominated by the steelworks. It is not uncommon for two towns like this in close 

proximity to have a bit of antagonism towards the other.  But I believe what is unique to Whitehaven 

and Workington, is that they share the same insult, both claiming it as their own.  People from 

Whitehaven and Workington both call each other “Jam Eaters”.  People from Whitehaven are sure this 

only applies to those in Workington and vice versa.  No one seems to know for certain where this started, 

and so no one can judge who has the proper right to use the insult, and so it carries on. 

 

What has all this got to do with today’s gospel? Well Nathanial seems to have a poor opinion of Nazareth, 

the kind of antagonism which could only have come if he was from the next town along.  

 

Why would John spend precious words in his Gospel relating this to us?  Well, in that regard I think he 

is painting a bigger picture of who Jesus was.  John doesn’t have the stable, the manger, the shepherds 

or the wise men in his Gospel.  After the wonderful prologue “In the beginning was the word…” it jumps 

straight to the baptism of Jesus, and so maybe this slight at Nazareth is his shorthand way of reinforcing 

the humble nature of Jesus’ life up to then.  Nothing good can come out of Nazareth, in other words, 

Nazareth is not the type of place a Messiah would come from.  Nazareth wasn’t mentioned by the 

prophets of old, Nazareth wasn’t an important town, so therefore wasn’t the kind of place where the King 

of the Jews could reside.  But that is where the Messiah, the anointed one, grew up, so John’s message 

to his readers seems to be - you need to change what you think about the Messiah and his purpose on 

earth, as God’s Kingdom is not the same as human kingdoms.   

 

Later in the reading this is developed as Jesus tells Phillip and Nathaniel “Very truly, I tell you, you will 

see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.”  This harks 

back to the Old Testament event when Jacob dreams of the angels ascending and descending upon a 

ladder to Heaven.  But now Jesus is saying to them, I am that ladder, I am the bridge between Heaven 

and earth. The kingdom of God is not what you are expecting, it is not going to overthrow the Roman 

occupation, not going to restore the throne of David. Rather it will make a permanent bridge between 

God and man which cannot be broken. 

 

I believe strongly that although Christ’s death and resurrection are very important to our faith, actually 

the most amazing thing about Jesus was that he came to live with us.  If we think about what that really 

means, God loved us so much, cared for us so much, that in the person of Jesus, he gave up the comfort, 

the security and mutual love of heaven, to live a life of uncertainty, sorrow, pain and finally death.  By 

living that life, by bridging the divide between God and man, Jesus showed us all that he is with us every 

step of the path we walk through this life. 

 

At my licensing service I chose a spiritual called I want Jesus to walk with me, sung by Eric Bibb, as one 

of the pieces of music.  I chose that particular song, because it seems to speak to me so powerfully of 

that journey we all make with God. 

“In my trials walk with me, in my troubles walk with me.  All along my pilgrim journey, I want the Good 

Lord Jesus to walk with me” 

Every day of our lives we make choices, we face challenges, we encounter joy and sorrow, we face times 

of doubt and times of revelation.  Is it not wonderful that we can know for certain, that the God who 

sacrificed so much to live with us, knows intimately what it is to be human, knows what it feels like to 

be happy, to be sad, to be angry and to be in doubt? 

 

Because of that we can be sure that Jesus will walk with us, matching our step every day on that journey 

through life.  All we need to do is break though our pride, our fear, and our worldly preoccupations, and 

hold out our hands so he can grasp them and hold them tight. 
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Intercessions – from this week’s resources for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

 
 God of life, you have created every human being in your image and likeness. We sing your praise 

for the gift of our many cultures, expressions of faith, traditions and ethnicities. Grant us the 

courage always to stand against injustice and hatred  based on race, class, gender, religion, and 

fear of those not like ourselves. 

 God of peace, God of love, in you is our hope! 

 Merciful God, you have shown us in Christ that we are one in you. Teach us to use this gift in the 

world so that believers of all faiths in every country may be able to listen to each other and live in 

peace. 

 God of peace, God of love, in you is our hope! 

 O Jesus, you came into the world and shared fully in our humanity. You know the hardships of life 

for people who suffer in so many different ways. May the Spirit of compassion move us to share 

our time, life and goods with all those in need. 

 God of peace, God of love, in you is our hope! 

 Holy Spirit, you hear the fury of your wounded creation and the cries of those already suffering 

from climate change. Guide us toward new behaviours. May we learn to live in harmony as part of 

your creation. 

 God of peace, God of love, in you is our hope! 

 Spirituality and solidarity are inseparably linked. Prayer and action belong together. When we 

abide in Christ, we receive the Spirit of courage and wisdom to act against all injustice and 

oppression.  

 

 Pray and work that God may reign.  

 Throughout our day 

 let the Word of God breathe life into work and rest.   

 Maintain inner silence in all things 

 so as to dwell in Christ. 

 Be filled with the spirit of the Beatitudes: 

 joy, simplicity, mercy. 

These words are recited daily by the Sisters of the Grandchamp Community. 

 Be one, so that the world may believe! Abide in God’s love, go into the world and bear the fruits 

of this love. 

  May the God of hope fill us with all joy and all peace in faith, so that we may abound 

in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. In the name of the Father, the Son and the 

Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity [18th – 25th January] 

Welcome 
Our spiritual well-being is as important as our physical 
well-being. In the past year both of these have been 
seriously challenged: the COVID-19 pandemic has caused 
us to be careful about our own health, taking precautions 
such as washing hands and wearing facemasks and 
maintaining social distance.  
 
Some of us have been ill or have lost someone close to us. 
Meanwhile the working lives of many have been disrupted 
and families kept apart, often at huge personal cost. 
Perhaps it has made us all more anxious about our health 
and more aware of our vulnerability. At the same time 
church buildings have been closed and worship has been 
taking place online. Opportunities to worship and pray 
together have been seriously curtailed. We may well be 

feeling a sense of isolation from God as well as our neighbour. 
 
The period of lockdown that we have lived through has caused us to take a step back to think again 
about our priorities and the things and people that we value, that make our lives whole. The long 
periods of absence from extended family and friends, and the inability to share a meal together or 
celebrate a birthday or a wedding, are examples of this.  
 
When it comes to our spiritual life, what is it that is most important for our well-being? As Church life 
was to a large extent paused for the first time for most people, what does it mean to be part of the one 
Church, the Body of Christ when all we see of our sisters and brothers are on the screen of a laptop?  
 
When the World Council of Churches and the Pontifical Council for Christian Unity invited the sisters 
of the Community of Grandchamp in Switzerland to produce the material for the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity for 2021 they could not have foreseen the pandemic and its impact. Yet the Sisters of 
Grandchamp have offered us something uniquely precious: an opportunity to engage with a form of 
prayer that is both very ancient and yet at the same time so apposite for our times. The ancient 
rhythm of prayer found in many religious orders and their traditions teach us that when we pray, we 
pray not just on our own or with those who share the same physical space, but with the whole Church, 
the Body of Christ, of Christians in other places and in different times.  
 
This rhythm of prayer, with its traditional forms of structure, hymns and psalms and perhaps most 
importantly, silence, might well be an important gift from the ancient Church to the Church of today 
struggling with pandemics and lockdowns and more widely with some of the serious challenges that 
our world faces, most particularly climate change, racism and poverty. This tradition of prayer and 
spirituality, despite the things that hurt and separate us, invites us into shared prayer and silence 
together. Surely a most precious gift in troubled times. Come with us this Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity and enter into a place of community and blessing. Simply “be” in this place and be carried by the 
prayer and the reality that it is God, in Christ and through the Holy Spirit, who carries us and 
accompanies us. Always. 

 
Bob Fyffe, General Secretary, Churches Together in Britain and Ireland 
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Introduction to this year’s theme 
 

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in 2021 has been prepared by the Monastic Community of 
Grandchamp in Switzerland.  The theme that was chosen, “Abide in my love and you shall bear 
much fruit”, is based on John 15:1-17 and expresses Grandchamp Community’s vocation to prayer, 
reconciliation and unity in the Church and the human family. 
 
The Grandchamp Community has its origins in Europe in the 1930s, when a group of women of the 
Reformed tradition sought to rediscover the importance of silence and listening to the Word of God. 
Today the community has fifty sisters, all women from different generations, Church traditions, 
countries and continents. In their diversity the sisters are a living parable of communion. They remain 
faithful to a life of prayer, life in community and the welcoming of guests. The sisters share the grace 
of their monastic life with visitors and volunteers who go to Grandchamp for a time of retreat, silence, 
healing or in search of meaning. 
 
In producing the material for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity for 2021, the sisters are inviting 
churches across the world to enter into their tradition of prayer and silence that is rooted in the 
ancient traditions of the Church catholic.  
 
Jesus said to the disciples, “abide in my love” (Jn 15:9). He abides in the love of the Father (Jn 15:10) 
and desires nothing other than to share this love with us: “I have called you friends, because I have 
made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father” (Jn 15:15b). Grafted into the vine, 
which is Jesus himself, the Father becomes our vinedresser who prunes us to make us grow. This 
describes what happens in prayer. The Father is the centre of our lives, who centres our lives. He 
prunes us and makes us whole, and whole human beings give glory to the Father.  
 
Abiding in Christ is an inner attitude that takes root in us over time. It demands space to grow. It can 
be overtaken by the struggle for the necessities of life and it is threatened by the distractions, noise, 
activity and the challenges of life.  
 
We live in a time that is both troubling and magnificent, an often dangerous time where we are 
challenged by pandemics, wars, violence, poverty, racism and climate change. Yet as Christians 
seeking reconciliation, justice and peace, we also know the full value of a spiritual life, have an 
immense responsibility and must realize it, unite and help each other create forces of calmness, 
refuges of peace, vital centres where the silence of people calls on the creative word of God. It is a 
question of life and death. 
 
Though we, as Christians, abide in the love of Christ, we also live in a creation that groans as it waits to 
be set free (cf. Romans 8). In the world we witness the evils of suffering and conflict. Through 
solidarity with those who suffer we allow the love of Christ to flow through us. The paschal mystery 
bears fruit in us when we offer love to our brothers and sisters and nurture hope in the world. 
Spirituality and solidarity are inseparably linked. Abiding in Christ, we receive the strength and 
wisdom to act against structures of injustice and oppression, to fully recognize ourselves as brothers 
and sisters in humanity, and to be creators of a new way of living, with respect for and communion 
with all of creation. 
 
The summary of the rule of life that the sisters of Grandchamp recite together each morning begins 
with the words “pray and work that God may reign”. Prayer and everyday life are not two separate 
realities but are meant to be united. All that we experience is meant to become an encounter with God. 
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Monday 18th January  
 
 

Hebrews 5. 1 - 10 

5 Every Jewish high priest is chosen from among men. That priest is given the work of helping people with 
the things they must do for God. He must offer to God gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2 The high priest has his 
own weaknesses. So he is able to be gentle with those who do wrong out of ignorance. 3 He offers 
sacrifices for their sins, but he must also offer sacrifices for his own sins. 
4 To be a high priest is an honour. But no one chooses himself for this work. That person must be chosen by 
God just as Aaron was. 5 It is the same with Christ. He did not choose himself to have the honour of 
becoming a high priest. But God chose him. God said to him, 

“You are my Son. 
    Today I have become your Father.” 
6 And in another part of the Scriptures God says, 

“You are a priest forever— 
    the kind of priest Melchizedek was.” 
7 While Jesus lived on earth he prayed to God, asking for help from the one who could save him from 
death. He prayed to God with loud cries and tears. And his prayers were answered because of his great 
respect for God. 8 Jesus was the Son of God, but he still suffered, and through his sufferings he learned to 
obey whatever God says. 9 This made him the perfect high priest, who provides the way for everyone who 
obeys him to be saved forever. 10 God made him high priest, just like Melchizedek. 

So a bit of background to try and explain what this is all about. In the old times the chief priest had to be from the 
family of Aaron. Although an ordinary man, he had a special place in the Hebrew religion - to be God’s agent on 

behalf of the people. Once a year he went into the most holy part of the temple to meet with God. He wore special 

robes and followed the rules that God gave to Aaron in the desert. He had to offer special gifts and sacrifices to God 

so God would pardon the people for what they had done wrong in the past year. 

As a human, he too was weak and had to confess his own sins as well as the sins of others. So he would know how 

people felt and what their needs were. He could be gentle both to the ones who knew little and to the ones who had 

done wrong. He could not just neglect sin or act as if it did not matter so he had to make a sacrifice for himself first. 

He had to get his own pardon from God and then he could go to God for the people. 

To be the chief priest was a great honour & responsibility. God chose and appointed Aaron as the first chief priest 

(Exodus 40:12). From then on, the chief priest for the Jews had to be from the family of Aaron and must be chosen 

by God. 

In the same way, Jesus could not make himself the new chief priest; he had to be chosen by God. First, he tells us 

that Jesus, as a human, is his Son (Psalm 2:7). Then God says to him, ‘You are a priest forever’ (Psalm 110:4). Jesus 

is not a priest of the type of Aaron, for he did not come from that family. There was a priest of God who lived before 

the time of Aaron who had blessed Abraham called Melchizedek. [He turns up again in chapter 7]. He was a greater 

priest than Aaron and God made Jesus a priest after the type of Melchizedek to be the chief priest for all time. 

Although Jesus was the Son of God and the priest of God, he did not have an easy life here on earth and had to suffer 

all the problems of human life. He obeyed God and this has made him fit to be the chief priest for all who obey him. 

By his death he has made a complete and full sacrifice on our behalf.  

So the writer has shown how Jesus was able to be the chief priest. He became a man and so could know all about 

human life. He was the Son of God and so could make the perfect sacrifice on our behalf. The chief priest for the 

Jews had to come from the family of Aaron. Jesus was not of that family, but he is the chief priest of all who trust in 

him after the type of Melchizedek, greater than the chief priests of Aaron’s family. 
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Week of Prayer for Christian Unity – 

Day 1 

Prayer 

Jesus Christ, 

you seek us, you wish to offer us your friendship 

and lead us to a life that is ever more complete.  

Grant us the confidence to answer your call  

so that we may be transformed 

and become witnesses of your tenderness for the world. 

 

 

Tuesday 19th January  

 

Today the church remembers St. Wulfstan, Bishop of Worcester who died on this 
day in 1095. 
Born in Warwickshire, he studied at the abbeys of Evesham and Peterborough, 
received ordination, and joined the Benedictines at Worcester. Wulfstan served 
as treasurer of the church at Worcester, was prior of the monastery, and finally 
was named bishop of Worcester in 1062. After overcoming initial doubts about 
his ability to hold the office of bishop, he demonstrated such skill after the 
Norman Conquest that he was the only bishop to be kept in his post by William 
the Conqueror. For the next three decades, Wulfstan rebuilt his cathedral, cared 
for the poor, and struggled to alleviate the harsh decrees of the Normans upon 
the defeated Saxons. 
 

 

Lord God, 

who raised up Wulfstan to be a bishop among your people  

and a leader of your Church: 

help us, after his example, 

to live simply, 

to work diligently 

and to make your kingdom known; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

 
 

 

 

Hebrews 6. 10 - end 
 
10 God is fair, and he will remember all the work you have done. He will remember that you showed your 
love to him by helping his people and that you continue to help them. 11 We want each of you to be willing 
and eager to show your love like that the rest of your life. Then you will be sure to get what you hope 
for. 12 We don’t want you to be lazy. We want you to be like those who, because of their faith and 
patience, will get what God has promised. 

https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=9638
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=1918
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=1918
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12379
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12379
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13 God made a promise to Abraham. And there is no one greater than God, so he made the 
promise with an oath in his own name—an oath that he would do what he promised. 14 He said, “I will 
surely bless you. I will give you many descendants.” 15 Abraham waited patiently for this to happen, and 
later he received what God promised. 

16 People always use the name of someone greater than themselves to make a promise with an oath. The 
oath proves that what they say is true, and there is no more arguing about it. 17 God wanted to prove that 
his promise was true. He wanted to prove this to those who would get what he promised. He wanted them 
to understand clearly that his purposes never change. So God said something would happen, and he 
proved what he said by adding an oath. 18 These two things cannot change: God cannot lie when he says 
something, and he cannot lie when he makes an oath. 

So these two things are a great help to us who have come to God for safety. They encourage us to hold on 
to the hope that is ours. 19 This hope is like an anchor for us. It is strong and sure and keeps us safe. It goes 
behind the curtain. 20 Jesus has already entered there and opened the way for us. He has become the high 
priest forever, just like Melchizedek. 

Just before this in v.9, the writer has given his readers some strict warnings, but he does not want to leave them in 

despair and doubt. He tells them that he is sure that they will grow as strong Christians and will receive the many 

good things that come with their knowledge of Christ.  

God will not forget what they have done [v.10-12]. Because they really did trust in God, they showed it by a change 

in their lives & they helped other people because they loved God. They were still doing these good works to help the 

servants of God. The desire of the writer is that his Christian readers will be eager to live for God to the end of their 

lives and the hope of a certain future with God. He writes that they should not be lazy but should copy those people 
who have shown their belief.  

He cites Abraham is the best example of trust and hope in God [v.13]. God called him to leave his home and go to 

a far country & Abraham went where God led him. God made promises to him and added a vow in his own name. 

He used his own name for there is no greater name. So Abraham had to live and wait in hope and trust. 

Abraham trusted God that his promise of a son was true [v14-15]. Although Abraham and his wife were really too 

old to have children, God still gave them a son and promised that from this son there would come a great nation.  

Abraham had to wait and trust God to do what he had said. The birth of his son Isaac came 25 years after God had 

made the promise to him. It was 60 years later before the birth of his grandson Jacob. It was this part of the promise 

that he did see. He died before Jacob and his children went down to live in the land of Egypt. When they left Egypt, 

400 years later, they became the nation of Israel. Abraham died without seeing God do all that he promised but God 

completed his vow as promised to Abraham. 

God himself did not need to make a vow, yet he did on this occasion, so that Abraham could have no doubt that God 

would do it. The purpose of God does not change. Hope is to us like the anchor is to a boat - it goes down in the 

water to the seabed where it is firm and does not move. Our hope holds us firm. It reaches to the holy place where 

God is, where Jesus has gone as our chief priest. When Jesus went to God for us he became a chief priest like 

Melchizedek, as we saw in chapter 5:6. 
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Week of Prayer for Christian Unity – Day 2 
Prayer 

Holy Spirit, 

May we receive in our hearts the presence of Christ, 

and cherish it as a secret of love. 

Nourish our prayer, 

enlighten our reading of Scripture, 

act through us, 

so that the fruits of your gifts can patiently grow in us. 

 

 

 

Wednesday 20th January 

 

Hebrews 7. 1 – 3 & 15 - 17 

The Priest Melchizedek 

7 Melchizedek was the king of Salem and a priest for God the Most High. He met Abraham when Abraham 
was coming back after defeating the kings. That day Melchizedek blessed him. 2 Then Abraham gave him a 
tenth of everything he had. 

The name Melchizedek, king of Salem, has two meanings. First, Melchizedek means “king of justice.” And 
“king of Salem” means “king of peace.” 3 No one knows who his father or mother was or where he came 
from. And no one knows when he was born  

Jesus Is a Priest Like Melchizedek 

15 And these things become even clearer when we see that another priest has come who is like 
Melchizedek. 16 He was made a priest, but not because he met the requirement of being born into the right 
family. He became a priest by the power of a life that will never end. 17 This is what the Scriptures say 
about him: “You are a priest forever—the kind of priest Melchizedek was.” 

So a bit more background to tie all this together. Melchizedek was the king of Salem, probably a short form of 

‘Jerusalem’. He was not only a king, but also a priest of God. In those days it was not unusual for a king to also be a 

priest. For the Jews, however, a king could not be a priest. The Bible speaks of their Messiah, who was to come who 
would be both a king and a priest. 

Genesis chapter 14 tells how 5 kings came and attacked the kings of the land. They seized many of the people and 

their goods. Among them was Lot, who was a nephew of Abraham. So Abraham went after them and fought the 5 

kings. He overcame them and brought back all the people and the goods. Then Melchizedek, priest of the most high 

God, met him and brought out bread and wine. He blessed Abraham in the name of God most high. Abraham gave 

him a tenth part of all the goods that he had taken in the fight. The name ‘Melchizedek’ means ‘king of what is right’ 

and ‘Salem’ means ‘peace’. So this man was the king of right and peace. In this he is a picture of the Messiah (i.e. 

Jesus) for whom the Jews were waiting. 

 

The Bible does not tell us anything about the family of Melchizedek. The Jewish people took this to mean that here 

was a person who was a priest before time began and would be a priest without end. He was like the Son of God 

who was in the beginning and ever will be. The Jewish priests had to be of the family of Levi so the family records had 



PARISH OF ST BARTHOLOMEW  WESTHOUGHTON 
St Bartholomew            St Thomas           St George  

 

  

to mention their parents, their births and their deaths. But Melchizedek was a priest of a different kind 

that lasts for all time. Jesus is a priest like this. He was not of the family of Levi but the Son of God who lives forever. 

Jesus has come as a priest after the type of Melchizedek [v.15-16]. Melchizedek was a king and a priest. He was 

not a priest by the law that came by Moses. He was a priest before God gave the law to Moses. This is also true 

about Jesus, for he was God before the law came. The Jews did not know where Melchizedek came from and had no 

record of his death, so they saw a life which had no beginning and no end. Jesus was with God in the beginning and 

he will have no end. He is the priest who has made the perfect sacrifice and lives forever as the priest before God on 

our behalf. 

It is God who made Jesus the new chief priest [v.17]. God said to Jesus, ‘You are a priest forever after the type of 

Melchizedek’ (Psalm 110:4). In this he makes Jesus greater than the law of Moses which set up the priests of Levi.  

 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity – Day 3 
Prayer 

God our Father, 

you reveal to us your love through Christ 

and through our brothers and sisters. 

Open our hearts so that we can welcome each other 

with our differences and live in forgiveness. 

Grant us to live united in one body, 

so that the gift that is each person comes to light. 

May all of us together be a reflection of the living Christ. 

 

 

Thursday 21st January 
 

Today the church remembers St. Agnes, child martyr of Rome who died on this day in 304. 
 

St. Agnes of Rome was born in 291 AD and raised in a wealthy Christian family. Many people sought to 
marry her but she committed her life to Jesus. As a Christian in the Roman Empire, having refused to 
marry the Governor’s son, she was sentenced to death. The similarity of her name with the Latin word 
“Agnus” = lamb [as in Agnus Dei = lamb of God] means she is often pictured holding a lamb. 
 

Eternal God, shepherd of your sheep,  

whose child Agnes was strengthened to bear witness 

in her living and her dying 

to the true love of her redeemer: 

grant us the power to understand, with all your saints, 

what is the breadth and length and height and depth 

and to know the love that surpasses knowledge, 

even Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, Amen. 

 

 
Hebrews 7. 25 – 8. 6 
25 So Christ can save those who come to God through him. Christ can do this forever, because he always 
lives and is ready to help people when they come before God. 

26 So Jesus is the kind of high priest we need. He is holy. He has no sin in him. He is pure and not influenced 
by sinners. And he is raised above the heavens. 27 He is not like those other priests. They had to offer 
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sacrifices every day, first for their own sins, and then for the sins of the people. But Jesus 
doesn’t need to do that. He offered only one sacrifice for all time. He offered himself. 28 The law chooses 
high priests who are men and have the same weaknesses that all people have. But after the law, God 
spoke the oath that made his Son high priest. And that Son, made perfect through suffering, will serve 
forever. 

Jesus Our High Priest 

8 Here is the point of what we are saying: We have a high priest like that, who sits on the right side of 
God’s throne in heaven. 2 Our high priest serves in the Most Holy Place. He serves in the true place of 
worship that was made by God, not by anyone here on earth. 

3 Every high priest has the work of offering gifts and sacrifices to God. So our high priest must also offer 
something to God. 4 If our high priest were now living on earth, he would not be a priest. I say this because 
there are already priests here who follow the law by offering gifts to God. 5 The work that these priests do 
is really only a copy and a shadow of what is in heaven. That is why God warned Moses when he was ready 
to build the Holy Tent: “Be sure to make everything exactly like the pattern I showed you on the 
mountain.” 6 But the work that has been given to Jesus is much greater than the work that was given to 
those priests. In the same way, the new agreement that Jesus brought from God to his people is much 
greater than the old one. And the new agreement is based on better promises. 

It’s another long passage today, dealing with Jesus as the one & only high priest who will be with God forever. He has 

made the one sacrifice that is perfect and God accepts that sacrifice for all time. By it Jesus makes us clean and takes 

away all our sins. It is Jesus who can make us right with God. It is only by Jesus that we can come to God. He is not 

distant from us - he has lived on earth as a human being and knows all the problems that we have. As our chief 

priest, he always lives to make our case before God. He has taken his place with God as the king of heaven. 

Under the old law there had to be sacrifices made every day for the sins of the people [v.27]. In addition the chief 

priest went once a year into the most holy place to offer sacrifices, first for his own sins, then for those of the people. 

Jesus did not need to offer any sacrifice on his own behalf, because he had no sin. He offered the sacrifice of himself 

for the sins of us all. We have no need now for any sacrifice other than the one which he offered. 

The law of Moses made men chief priests [v.28] who had the same weaknesses as the rest of us. The law came from 

God, but it had to work with sinful people and so could never satisfy their need. In contrast, God made Jesus the chief 

priest, who did no wrong, came back from the dead and now lives in heaven. 

 

So, in chapter 8, the writer is saying that we have a chief priest who is so great that he sat down at God’s right hand.  

In the time of Moses the Israelites had a special tent in the desert [v.2] made to the plan that God gave them. In it 

there was the holy place, which was the special place of worship. God did not allow anyone to go into this holy place 

except the chief priest. But Jesus as high priest is in heaven, not made by human hands, able to speak to God on our 

behalf and offer him our prayers. 

The duty of the chief priest was to offer gifts and sacrifices to God on behalf of the people on a daily basis [v.2]. God 

made Jesus the chief priest and He only needed to do this once and for all time, when he gave himself. The priests of 

the old agreement always stood, for their work was never complete. Jesus, having died once for sins, sat down to show 

that he had finished this part of his work. 

If Jesus were still on earth, he would not be a priest at all [v.4]. There were already priests under the old agreement 

from the family of Aaron. Jesus did not even come from that family. The special tent [v.5] was only a model or copy. 

Moses made the special tent and all the things in it, as God told him (Exodus 25:40; 26:30). This special tent was to 

teach the people about the true place of worship in heaven. The better place in heaven where Jesus now is shows 

that he is greater than those priests and He has made a better agreement with God on our behalf – we get to that 

tomorrow in verses 8 – 12. 
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Week of Prayer for Christian Unity – Day 4 
 

Prayer 

Lord Jesus, 

your entire life was prayer, 

perfect harmony with the Father. 

Through your Spirit, teach us to pray according to your will of love. 

May the faithful of the whole world unite in intercession and praise, 

and may your kingdom of love come. 

 

 

Friday 22nd January  

 
  

Hebrews 8. 6 - end 

6 But the work that has been given to Jesus is much greater than the work that was given to those priests. 
In the same way, the new agreement that Jesus brought from God to his people is much greater than the 
old one. And the new agreement is based on better promises. 

7 If there was nothing wrong with the first agreement, then there would be no need for a second 
agreement. 8 But God found something wrong with the people. He said, 

“The time is coming, says the Lord, 
    when I will give a new agreement 
    to the people of Israel and to the people of Judah. 
9 It will not be like the agreement 
    that I gave to their fathers. 
That is the agreement I gave when I took them by the hand 
    and led them out of Egypt. 
They did not continue following the agreement I gave them, 
    and I turned away from them, says the Lord. 
10 This is the new agreement I will give the people of Israel. 
    I will give this agreement in the future, says the Lord: 
I will put my laws in their minds, 
    and I will write my laws on their hearts. 
I will be their God, 
    and they will be my people. 
11 Never again will anyone have to teach their neighbours 
    or their family to know the Lord. 
    All people—the greatest and the least important—will know me. 
12 And I will forgive the wrongs they have done, 
    and I will not remember their sins.” 

13 God called this a new agreement, so he has made the first agreement old. And anything that is old and 
useless is ready to disappear. 
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To recap, Jesus has made a better agreement with God on our behalf than the old covenant. The old 

agreement that God gave to Moses included the rules by which the people should live. The agreement was good, for 

it came from God, and all its rules were right. The fault with it was that nobody was able to do all that it said, so no-

one could keep the agreement. That is why there was the need for a new agreement, to provide a way for men and 

women to get right with God. 

From verse 8 to the end of verse 12 the author copies words from Jeremiah 31:31-34. He uses these words to show 

that the old agreement is no longer in operation. The new agreement, that Jesus brought, has taken its place.  

Most agreements are between two persons or groups who both agree to do all that it requires of them. The new 
agreement is not like that. Here it says, ‘I will make a new agreement’. This means that God himself will arrange the 

new agreement & will also make a way for it to achieve its purpose. The old agreement was with the peoples of Israel 

and Judah, but the new agreement will not only be for them but for all who trust in Jesus. 

The people of Israel were once slaves in Egypt. God in his love and kindness to them rescued them from that country 

then made the old agreement with them. The people failed to do what they had agreed & kept turning away from 

God, until, in the end, God turned away from them. 

From the failures of the past, Jeremiah looks to the future [v.10]. There had been a split in the nation of Israel. Of 

the original 12 tribes, 10 had become the new nation of Israel with the other two tribes formed the nation of Judah. 

By the time of Jeremiah, Israel did not exist anymore. They had been so bad that God had scattered them among the 

nations. Judah was as bad and God was about to scatter them too. Jeremiah saw a time when God will bring Israel 

and Judah back to their own land and make a new agreement with them. 

God wrote the laws of the old agreement on stones. He will write the new rules on the minds and hearts of men and 

women. God will give them power to obey the new rules - the Spirit of God, who will live in the hearts of his people. 

Then they will not turn away from God. God will accept them as his own people. All who enter into the new agreement 

will know God. They will be able to speak directly with God. There will be no need for anyone to teach them to know 

the Lord. God himself will teach them. 

The key to the new agreement is the fact that God will forgive sin [v.12-13]. Jesus has paid the cost of all our sins. 

As we come to God in Jesus, he accepts what Jesus has done and forgives us completely. In saying that the agreement 

is new, God makes the earlier agreement old. The new replaces the old and the old is at an end. The old agreement 

has no effect, for it is of no use now that the new one has come. 

 

 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity - Day 5 
 

“Pray and work that God may reign. 

Throughout your day 

Let the Word of God breathe life into work and rest. 
Maintain inner silence in all things so as to dwell in Christ. 

Be filled with the spirit of the Beatitudes, 

joy, simplicity, mercy.” 
[These words are recited daily by the Sisters of the Grandchamp Community] 
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Saturday 23rd January  

Hebrews 9. 2- 3 & 11 - 14 

2 This place was inside a tent. The first area in the tent was called the Holy Place. In the Holy Place were the 
lamp and the table with the special bread offered to God. 3 Behind the second curtain was a room called 
the Most Holy Place.  

Worship Under the New Agreement 

11 But Christ has already come to be the high priest. He is the high priest of the good things we now have. 
But Christ does not serve in a place like the tent that those other priests served in. He serves in a better 
place. Unlike that tent, this one is perfect. It was not made by anyone here on earth. It does not belong to 
this world. 12 Christ entered the Most Holy Place only one time—enough for all time. He entered the Most 
Holy Place by using his own blood, not the blood of goats or young bulls. He entered there and made us 
free from sin forever. 

13 The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a cow were sprinkled on those who were no longer pure 
enough to enter the place of worship. The blood and ashes made them pure again—but only their 
bodies. 14 So surely the blood sacrifice of Christ can do much more. Christ offered himself through the 
eternal Spirit as a perfect sacrifice to God. His blood will make us completely clean from the evil we have 
done. It will give us clear consciences so that we can worship the living God. 

As we’ve seen before [v. 2 – 3] God had instructed Moses to construct a tent with two parts, an outer holy part and 
an inner very holy space. In the outer part were a special oil lamp and table. Skilled workmen made the lamp to the 

exact plan that God gave to Moses (Exodus 25:31-40). On the table were the 12 holy loaves of bread. Every Saturday, 

Aaron had to replace them with fresh loaves of bread. After the death of Aaron, the chief priest of the time would do 

this. The priests, but nobody else, ate the old loaves in this holy place when they took them off the table.  

Through a second curtain was the most holy place. This was the very special place where the chief priest met with 

God. Only the chief priest could go in there and only once a year. The curtain was there so that nobody else could 

approach God. 

In v.11, the writer tells us that Jesus is now our chief priest of the new agreement. The place where he is, is much 

better than the old tent. That was only a copy of the true place of worship. Where Jesus has gone is the holiest place 

of all, where he meets with God on our behalf. 

By the blood, the priests went into the most holy place in the special tent [v.12] but Jesus did not need the blood of 

animals. Those priests had to offer a sacrifice for their own sins but Jesus was perfect, and so he had no need for 

such a sacrifice. He has gone, on our behalf into the true and holiest place of all. With his death Jesus paid the price 

to set us free from sin. Now in him we can be right with God and can go and live forever with him. 

The blood of goats and young cows and their ashes had the effect of cleaning a person on the outside [v.13-14] but 

not the inside; only the death and resurrection of Jesus could do that. So Jesus is able to make our consciences clean 

through his blood, and so to make us right with God. 
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Week of Prayer for Christian Unity – Day 6 

Prayer 

Jesus Christ,  

we desire to welcome fully the brothers and sisters who are with us. 

You know how often we feel helpless in the face of their suffering,  

yet you are always there ahead of us  

and you have already received them in your compassion.  

Speak to them through our words, support them through our actions,  

and let your blessing rest on us all. 

 

 

NOTICES: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission Community Proposals: Archdeaconry Events: Reminder 

This is a reminder that people in our diocese – church officers, 

members of our congregations and our lay and ordained leaders - 

are invited to events in each of our archdeaconries to discuss our 

proposals for creating Mission Communities across the diocese, 

which were set out in the Briefing Document published in October. 

The date for our area is:   Bolton 

Wednesday 27 January 2021, 19.00-20.30 

All these events will take place via zoom. For further information, including how you can take 

part, click here. 

 
     Church Attendance for School Places: 
To register attendance, please e-mail: 

                                  bdhww.churchattendance@gmail.com 

giving both your name / your child or children’s names and the church you would usually attend. You will 

need to do this even if you attend a service and sign in. Only one e-mail per week will be counted [even if 

you would have attended more than once in any week].  Please do NOT use any other e-mail address to 

register church attendance as these will not be included.  Thank You 

 
 

Next Sunday:   Third Sunday of Epiphany 
 

Readings: Genesis 14. 17 - 20 /  Revelation 19. 6 - 10  /  John 2. 1 - 11 
  

11:00am        Holy Communion Service at St. Bartholomew’s church   Revd Angela Wynne 
 

Do contact us if we can offer any help or support at this time. 
      

Team Rector: Revd Carol Pharaoh 01942 859251 carol.pharaoh@gmail.com    www.westhoughtonchurches.org.uk 

Team Vicar: Revd Angela Wynne 01204 468150 – revawynne@gmail.com 
 

FACEBOOK – locate us by searching Westhoughton parish               Follow us on twitter @Wparishchurch 

@Westhoughtontowerbellringers 
 

Material for the news sheet should be sent to Joan Warner by Wednesday morning 01942 818821  joan.warner35@outlook.com
 

 

 

 

To receive these pewsheets, newsletters or special events leaflets electronically, please e-mail 

westhoughtonparish@outlook.com 
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